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Executive ORce 

April 5, 2007 

IMS. Pan~ela C. Creedon 
Executive Ofticcr 
Ccntral Vallcy Kcgional Water Quality Control Board 
11020 Sun Center l)rn.e, Suite g200 
lirtncho Cordova. CA 95670-6 1 14 

Dcar Ms. Creedon.: 

NPDES NO. Ct\OWc) 154 

The Metropolitan Water Ilistrict of Souther~i California (Metropolitan j appreciates rhc 
opportunity to comment on the Tentative Waste Discharge Requirenicnts and 'Time Schedule 
Order for the City of'l'racy l1Jastewater Treatment Plant Order No. RS-2007 (Tentative WIITIj. 
Metropolitan, through its member agencies, provides approximately half of thc water used by 18 
rnillion peoplc in a six-co~mly rezion. Water diverted from the Bay-Delta is one of 
Met~.opolitan's two niajor sources o f  supply, and source watcr protection is essential to our 
nlission olproviding water that is safe to drink. The discharges to the San Joaquin River from 
the Tracy Wastewater T rea tn~e~~ t  Plant. (Tracy) in close pl.oximity to the export pumps, mealis 
that there is direct. link between the q~lality of the wastewater effluent and the qrlali~y ofexported 
drinking water supplies, as well as the potential to exceed the State Board-adoptcd salinity 
objectives in. the South Delta. 

Metropolitan previously providccl corntnents on Order No. R5-2006, and wc are pleased that 
some of our concerns have been addressed in thc revised Tentative Orrter. In particular, we 
appreciate the inclusion oi:effluent mon.iroring requirclnents f/or total organic carbon ('TOC') and 
phosphorus as well the special provisio~~s tbr reopening the permit upon the adoption ofdrinking 
M.,a.ter ol?,ectivrs for TOC, nutrients, salinity and/or pathogens. Thesc additions are irnportanl 
stcps toward iriiprovcci prorection of drinking water beneficial uses. We also supporr salinity 
corittol options 2 and 3, which will help ensure that salinity ol7jjecctives for the South Delra are 
nlcl. 

We note, however, tllat die k l t a r r v e  WLIK includcs interim masi~nuln daily cflluent limitations 
for ammonia that csceed thc historical meal1 plus 5.3 standard deviations. 'Ihe interim ni:isimuin 
daily effluent limit sl~nwn In Table 9 oflhc Rntarivc. WIIR i s  12 11ig;L. We ullderstand from the 
discussion on page F-65 ot'thc Fact Sheet, liowel.cr, [hat ~ h c  niaxlmum Interim l ~ n i i ~  is to be 
based on  tllc mean plus 3.3 standard deviations of the ava~lnblc data. 
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Table F-12 of the Fact sheel: shclws that the mean concentration is 16.6 mdL with a standard 
deviation of 4.1 m%'L. 

The mean plus 3.3 srnridard deviations is 30.1 nlg;:i'L. not 42 mg/L. \tie ask that staf'frevise rllc 
in:terim ef'flucnt limit for alninonia to 30.1 rng!L. We also note that there is neither an. average 
monthly nor average weekly interim effluenr lirnit for ammonia, and we ask that s~icii limits be 
included. 

We appreciate your consideration of our comrncnts. If you have ally questions. please feel iYee 
to contact Marcia Torobin of my staff at (2 13) 2 17-7830. 

Sincerely, 

Water Quality Section Manager 


